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Grant Helps Charlevoix and Emmet Counties
Prepare for Natural Disasters

NORTHWEST LOWER, MI — A $66,000 federal grant will help Charlevoix and Emmet counties
prepare for natural disasters. Networks Northwest received the Building Resilient Infrastructure and
Communities (BRIC) Grant from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). The pre-
disaster mitigation grant is for the update of the natural hazard mitigation plans for Charlevoix and
Emmet counties. During the planning project period, Networks Northwest’s Community Development
team will work in partnership with each county to prepare the plans.

Hazard mitigation planning reduces loss of life and property by minimizing the impact of natural
disasters. Creating and updating hazard mitigation plans follows a defined process of identifying
hazards within the community, analyzing the risks posed by those hazards, establishing priorities for
addressing those risks, and choosing specific actions that will mitigate those risks. Under the Disaster
Mitigation Act (DMA), which amended the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency
Assistance Act of 1988, state and local governments are required to adopt a state or local hazard
mitigation plan (LHMP) approved by FEMA in order to qualify for federal hazard mitigation project
grants. Hazard mitigation plans are valid for five years from the date of FEMA approval.

Networks Northwest began coordinating with Charlevoix and Emmet counties in July 2022 and will
conclude in May 2025 when final plans will be submitted to FEMA for approval and each county has
had an opportunity to review and adopt the plan. Local residents and stakeholders are being asked to
provide feedback to help with the updates of the natural hazard mitigation plans. A survey to collect
input for the Charlevoix County plan is available at nwm.org/CharlevoixHazardPlan. The survey for
Emmet County will be available in October.

For any questions regarding the 5-year natural hazard mitigation plans please contact Jennifer Neal,
Community Planner, at Networks Northwest at Jennifer.neal@networksnorthwest.org.
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Networks Northwest and Northwest Michigan Works! are supported by the State of Michigan and are proud partners of the American Job Center Network. Projects may be funded with the authorized and
appropriate use of federal funds. Contact Networks Northwest for additional information. Equal opportunity employer/program. Auxiliary aids and service are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. Individuals with
speech or hearing impairments may call the Michigan Relay Center by dialing 711.
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Founded in 1974, Networks Northwest facilitates and manages various programs and services for the
10-county region. These programs include Northwest Michigan Works!, Procurement Technical Assistance
Center, various business services, and many different regional planning initiatives in response to our
communities’ requests and needs. You will see the broad spectrum of workforce, business and community
services Networks Northwest offers if you visit our website, networksnorthwest.org. Networks Northwest's
member counties are: Antrim, Benzie, Charlevoix, Emmet, Grand Traverse, Kalkaska, Leelanau, Manistee,
Missaukee, and Wexford.
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